








Food for Thought...

Are You Being Poisoned?
by Ruth Blanton A

In the tropics, there livas a colorful macaw that feeds all day on frult and nuts. The nuts
contain much of the nutrition the bird needs, but there Is a sight problem: They also con-
taln a powerful poison.

To counteract this polson, the birds travel to a river bank where the mud contains £a-
ofin, a substance that neutralizes the polson. They consume some of this mud every day:
without their dally does of this antidote, they would not live long.

In this world we live In, we strive to heep ourselves "unspotted” from the world, but we
cannot avoid ingesting small amounts of polson into our minds every day. You can't even
check out groceries without seening lurid headlines. It Is not God's will for us to Isolate
ourselvas completely, for how could we witness to a world we never contact? The obvious
solution Is to ingest an antidote: dally Bible reading and prayer.

The most powerful antidotes of all are worship and fellowshlp. A church service is a
wonderful place to be purged of the poison of the world, but we also need our own private
devotions. Have you had your antidote today?
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However, he statesin the previous chapter that immature believers who had not gone on to reach
their full potential and accept more responsibility are unable to hear and receive more challenging
apostolic truths because they repeatedly need to be taught these first principles. We are admonished to
go beyond these first principles (APOSTOLIC ENFAMIL) and go on to perfection.

Ponder the question: Since "opostolicism" also opposes the doctiine of uncondifional eternal secu-
rity, can one knowingly and willfuily ignore other scriptural truths beyond those six foundational doc-
trines and mointain the claim of spiritual maturity and apostolic authenticity? In Hebrews 10: 26 the
apostle says, "For if we sin willfully affer that we have receive fhe knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sins."

In conclusion, consider if it is biblically possible for one ta be a mature and/or authentic apostolic
believerand

* Not possess a genuine burden for the lost accompanied by a lifestyle of persanal evangelism
(Mark 16:15)

* Not be consistent in a lifestyle of effectual fervent prayer (| Thessalonians 5:17)

* Not earnestly seek to meet the obvious needs of fellow believers (| John 3: 16-17)

* Seek to esteem oneself and advance one's persanal interest while ignoring the concerns
of others (Phil. 2: 1-5)

* Not follow the leading of the Spirit in one's life and/or ministry (Romans 8: 14)

* Demonstrate love for only one's immediate circle of personal friends (Matt, 5: 43-48)

* Noft seek to eamestly reconcile differences with fellow believers (Matt. 5: 20-24)

* Nat earnestly endeavor to go on beyond the basics (Hebh.5: 11 & 6: 2)

Hebrews 6:1 "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Chiist, lef us go on unfo perfection.”

Rev. Lilis Is Pastor of Abundant Life
Quireach Center. Oak Grove, TN,
and Presbyter of Secfion |




Conlinued from page 2
For many a boat thai scarce could float was semt fo dar the wave
"til Plimsoll wrote his book of notes our seamen's lives to save
His enemies then tried ta prove thal pictures false he drew
Buf with the English pluck to his task he stuck, a task he deemed so frue.

We who have been born again of the water and of the Spirit, and who are battling the forces of hell, can take comfort in knowing we have a
God who knows our "Plimsoil Line". The God who is with us is greater than the battle or the chalienge that is before us. The song says. Jt
(the church) has been thru the fire, but the fire couldn’t burn it; been in the wind, but the wind couldn't turn 1", 'Why? Because the wise
masterbuilder has already promised us that “the gates of hell shall not prevail agoinst us".

We have a promise from the greal designer of this old ship of Zion that we will reach heaven's shore if we will jusi stay in the ship. Does
the load you are now carrying seem more than you can bear, dear one? Rest assured, dear Brother or Sister, the One who waiches sparrows
fall and knows the number of hairs on our heads knows just how much you can bear. Does it seem dark and geiting darker where you are
right now? Take courage, deer friend, for He has told us weeping may endure for the night. but He faithfully promised us joy will come in the
moming,

When Satan turned Job's world upside down with all that he went through, there was already in place in his world a predetermined
"Plimsoll Line" that God had already drawn in every trial and in every test. The lines are already drawn for us with great and precious
promises. Have you felt like God has forgotien aboul you? God spoke to the prophet [saiah and declared to him, "But Zion said, The LORD
hath forsoken me, and my lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? yea, they may forgei, yet I will not forget thee. Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walils are continuaily
before me” { I5.49: 14-16). Walls represent security; the Lord says that He knows all about the things that trouble us and is saying to each of
us Lhat He knows our Plimsoll Line. Have you ever felt like what you were going through would never work out? Nolice what John the
Baptist declared in Luke 3:5-6: “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made
siraight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth...And all flesh shall see the salvation of God”. Bul whal about temptations, some may
ask? I Cor. 10:13 says, "There hath no temptation iaken you but such as is common to man: but God is foithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way lo escape, that ye may be able to bear it".

[ am so glad I know a God who became 5o touched by the sin and suffering of lost humanity that He came as a baby, lived, suffered, died,
and rosc again (or all of Adam's race. No one who ever lived and died has affecied this world like Jesus Christ. He is the altogether Lovely
One, the Rose of Sharon; there are nol enough words that can be written to give Him all the honor which is due Him. He is the stone which
was hewn out of the mountain which will one day 1ill this whole earth and He is the best friend a sinner ever had. He has become so famous
that songwriters have not laid down their pens for over six thousand years and still even loday continue to wrile songs of Praise and honor to
the King of Kings. The writer John said if all the works He had done were written in a book, the world could not even contain them.

We who know Him as Savior know the reality of His ever-abiding presence and His great amazing love thal has come o our rescue time
afler time when we thought we were going under. Paul eoneluded, “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun o good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil.1:6). We can rest in the blessed assurance that this man called Jesus knows just
exactly how much we can bear, and most assuredly He has included in our salvalion a yoke that is easy and a burden which is light. He has
promised us that greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world. When Satan begins to come against you, just remember He also must
recognize that God has placed upon each of us a load line--g Pfimsoll Line.

-Ronald Hendricks

Kentucky District Ladies Ministdes
Breaking
the

Alabaster Box

Mother's Memorial Goal for 2002 is $2,020,000
Offering Date: May 21, 2002
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Host Pastoz‘
Rev. Gary D. Ellis

Thursday
Registration 5:30pm
Family Night Service 7:30pm

EVERYONE INVITED

“ Friday
- 9:00am-1:30pm Day Sessions

__ Buffet Lunch (Served Free)
~ "Must be Registered”
7ﬁﬂpm “Prayer Meetmg
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S tober The Message
Is Still the Same
by Loren D. Rudd

rvo wees dfr om What a sermon that was preached, there al Pentecost,

y ester ay When Peter stood with the eleven, and spoke to all the lost.
He told them Jesus died, and then ke rose again,
And what they had o do, for the Holy Ghost to come in.
Repent of all your sin, and be baptized In Jesus' name,
Two-thousand years later, the message Is siili the same.

When Paul preacked to the jailer, and also on Mars hill,
He lefi them not a doubt, (o what was God's will.

He declared to them Jesus, the God they did not know,
And told them to repent, God commands all men so.
Riot or revival, kis words ofien fanned the flame,
Though the time have changed, the message is still the same.

With the turn of this century, mighty men of God cried out,
Whar's required for salvation, they spake it with a shout.
There were Urshan and Kilgore, Witherspoon and Goss,

All great pioneers, like Haywood and Fauss,
They came not for wealth, nor to seek worldly fame,
Just to let us all know, the message is stifl the same.

Who kave some to know Him, please tell me how many,
By the preaching of Becion, Haney, and Tenney.
Great men of God from all over the earth,
Preaching the gospel, about the New Birth.

How Christ died on the cross, enduring the shame,

O how glad I am, the message is still the same.

In small iowns and big cities, our preachers ' voices are heard,
Declaring forth the truth, that is found in God's word
The preacher may be short, or tafi,
perhaps he's young or old,

He might be timid and shy, or he could be outward and bold
It really makes no difference kis manner, speech or name,
Just keep preaching to us Jesus...
for the message is still the same.
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